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There is a very close relationship between
Western Hindi and Urdu. Western Hindi is des-
cended from Soursenic Prakrit and has the follow-
ing dialects; Bangaru, Brij Bhasha, Kanauji and
the dialect spoken near Delhi and Meerut. The
origin of Urdu is traced to the dialect spoken
near Delhi and Meerut.1

"Urdu by its origin is a dialect of the Wes-
"tern Hindi, It was spoken for centuries
in the neighbourhood of Delhi and Meerut,
and is directly descended from Soursenic
Prakrit. This living dialect has formed
the basis of Urdu, the name being given
at a later period. It retains its original
and essential character in the grammar,
idioms, and a large number of Hindi
words/'2

When the Muhammadan invaders conquered
India and made Delhi their headquarters, it
was natural that Persian, which was the official
language of the conquerors, should have greatly
influenced the prevailing dialect. Persian words
were adopted not only because the conquerors

1 Ram Babu Saksena, History ofUrduUterat#re> p. 2.
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